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2009 Celebrity Classic hosted by Integrated Sports Marketing

San Diego, CA (April 26, 2009) – The San Diego Celebrity Classic celebrated it’s 11th year of success April 24-26 at Morgan Run Resort & Club in Rancho Santa Fe. Thousands of spectators and sport enthusiasts from throughout the Greater San Diego Area attended this very unique event. The tournament featured over 40 celebrities from the NFL, NHL, NBA, and MLB as well as Olympians and stars from television and motion pictures. Celebrities including Jerry Rice, Andre Reed, Bruce Jenner, Mike Eruzione, Rollie Fingers, Chris Chandler, Drew Brees, Ray Romano, Grant Fuhr and many more graciously gave of their time in support of, and to compete in the Celebrity Classic this year.
Jack Marin – 2009 Celebrity Classic Tournament Champion

Jack Marin, who shot an impressive first-round 1-under par (70) on Saturday and followed up with 2-over par (73) on Sunday, finished the Tournament 1-over par with a total score of 143 to become the 2009 San Diego Celebrity Classic Tournament Champion.
“It’s always fun winning. I was nervous and my hands were shaking on the 18th hole. I was thinking to myself, ‘How many ways can I mess this up’. I love coming to Morgan Run. I love Integrated Sports Marketing and their staff. The Celebrity Classic is always a great event to come to” says Marin.  

Marin played in the NBA from 1966-77 with the Baltimore Bullets, Houston Rockets, Buffalo Braves and Chicago Bulls. He was a two-time NBA All-Star selection and led the NBA in free throw percentage in 1972 (.894). Marin scored over 12,500 points in his 11-year NBA career. This victory at the 2009 Celebrity Classic marks his first win in his 11 years playing here at Morgan Run Club & Resort.
Rady Children’s Hospital – San Diego

The charitable beneficiary for this years Tournament was, once again, Rady Children’s Hospital – San Diego. Since its inception in 1999 the Celebrity Classic has raised over $1 million for local charities around the San Diego area. The Celebrity Classic added to that amount with another very generous donation this year.  Donations to Rady Children’s Hospital came through silent and live auctions. The Celebrity Classic also promoted events like “Chip For A Trip Challenge,” the “American Airlines Million Miles Hole-In-One Contest,” and the “Putt For A Car Competition,” which took place throughout the Tournament to help raise money for Rady Children’s Hospital. 

Celebrity Poker Challenge

The Celebrity Classic hosted a Celebrity Poker Challenge on Friday, April 24 at Morgan Run Resort & Club. Proceeds from the Celebrity Poker Challenge benefited Pro Kids Golf Academy. Celebrities that attended this event included Bret Boone, Tom Dreesen, Rollie Fingers, Kurt Bevacqua, Ed Moses, Phil Nevin, and Mike Eruzione. 

Military Appreciation Day Presented by TriWest Healthcare Alliance

The San Diego Celebrity Classic had its 4th annual Military Appreciation Day presented by TriWest Healthcare Alliance, to honor the brave men and women serving courageously in the Armed Services on Sunday April 26th. Over 1,500 members of the military and their families came out to Morgan Run. Military Appreciation Day kicked off at 9:30am with an opening ceremony by acknowledging fourteen-year-old Katelyn Byrd as the Next Top Artist Contest Winner and the Perron family as the Armed Services YMCA Double Duty Family of the Year. Lance Corporal Lester R. Calhoun Jr. of the U.S. Marine Corps was also recognized at the ceremony for his recent acceptance of the Silver Star Award. Active military and their family members got to meet their favorite celebrities and sports heroes at the autograph tent, enjoy the sights and sounds of the Tournament, receive free food compliments of Carl’s Jr., and free haircuts, courtesy of Sport Clips Haircuts in San Diego. 

On Friday, April 24th the Celebrity Classic welcomed 30 wounded warriors from the armed services from bases as far away as Ft. Irwin. The wounded warriors enjoyed the VIP area and even got visits from some of the celebrities. Jerry Rice, Drew Brees, Tom Dreesen, Mark Rypien, Quentin Jammer, Phil Nevin, and Bruce Jenner all stopped by to take pictures, sign autographs, and spend some time speaking with the group.  The wounded warriors were able to enjoy the golf and meet some of their favorite celebrities.  

Family Fun Day at the Celebrity Classic

The Celebrity Classic also dedicated Sunday, April 26, as the 1st annual KPRZ “Family Day” in conjunction with Military Appreciation Day. Families were invited to enjoy this fun-filled FREE event. The first 500 children in attendance received FREE popcorn or snow cones, compliments of L.B. Jumpers Express. Children had the opportunity to play in inflatable jump houses provided by L.B. Jumpers Express as well. Families enjoyed the games and entertainment, while receiving FREE autographs from their favorite celebrities and sports heroes. 

Gatorade/Ralphs Kid’s Golf Clinic

The Celebrity Classic hosted their annual Gatorade-Ralphs Kids Golf Clinic this year at Morgan Run Resort and Club on Friday, April 24, 2009. Sixty lucky children had the chance to participate in this exciting event. This event has grown popularity every year, and entries were unfortunately turned away. 

The purpose of the clinic was to give children the opportunity to learn the fundamentals of putting, chipping and driving a golf ball from celebrity golfers and sports heroes. David Binn, Neil Lomax, Ed Moses, Kurt Bevacqua, and Mickey Tettleton spent time instructing the Kid’s Clinic this year. Hank Bauer even came out to speak to the kids during the opening speech. Participants also received free gift bags from Gatorade and Ralphs which, included sports bottles, towels, and a wide assortment of snacks.

Fans Meet Their Favorite Celebrities

All of the fans in attendance at the Celebrity Classic had the opportunity to see their favorite sports heroes and entertainers playing competitive golf throughout the weekend, and also had the opportunity to meet and receive autographs from all of the celebrity participants. Some of the fan favorites included Jerry Rice, Ray Romano, Drew Brees, and San Diego Chargers’ Nate Kaeding and Quentin Jammer, to name a few. 

We invite everybody to come out to the 12th annual San Diego Celebrity Classic. 

For more information on the Celebrity Classic visit www.sdcelebrityclassic.com or call (858) 836-0133. 

